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My Experience: My Journey Through the Science Fair: Unleashing Creativity and Winning! 

 

Having participated and won 1st place two times in the years 2022 and 2023, I would like to 

share my experience and some thoughts that might help someone who has never participated in 

any science fair competition.  

 

The year is 2022, and the pandemic isn't holding me back from diving into the thrilling world of 

science fairs. With new instructions buzzing in the air, I seized the opportunity to create a digital 

board that's not only informative but visually captivating. As I recorded myself, I realized the 

power of refining my presentation skills – from nailing key points to mastering a clear and 

confident speaking voice. Who knew I could be my own podcast host, right? The virtual science 

fair wasn't just a competition; it was my chance to be a judge, a contestant, and a tech-savvy 

storyteller. 

 

Fast forward to 2023, and we're back in person. Armed with my digital board design, I found 

myself saving precious time by smoothly transitioning from digital to physical. The science fair 

arena was abuzz with over 120 participants – young minds bursting with ideas and approaches 

that blew me away. Engaging with them taught me that seeing and mingling is learning; 

participating is growth; networking is an adventure. As I stood among these brilliant thinkers, I 

felt the weight of representing our generation's fresh science and innovative ideas. 

 

Day 2 brought encounters with sponsors, answering their inquiries while I questioned them too – 

why do they support young minds diving into science? And then, that magic moment arrived: As 

they perfectly pronounced my long name Bilva Vedamurthy for the 1st prize in the Psychology 

category. Stepping onto the stage to collect my award, I felt like I was drafted into the "NFL" of 

Psychology, a champion for the ages. Science was now cool in my book, and winning a special 

award from the American Psychology Association added another layer of excitement. Meeting 

sponsors and executives broadened my horizons and even made me a proud member of the 

association – a door to learning and networking thrown open wide. 

 

To those who've yet to embark on this adventure, who wonder where their ideas can lead, or how 

to channel their passion – I have a suggestion. Begin your journey at the Contra Costa Science 

Fair. Or simply attend, witness the boundless possibilities, and let your journey take flight. 

 

Why should a High School student participate? 

As a High School student, you should participate in the CCCSEF competition for a multitude of 

compelling reasons. Here's why it's an opportunity you won't want to miss: 
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1. Embarking on a Journey of Achievement: CCCSEF has been a guiding light for me, 

offering a pathway to higher-level competitions. Through my participation and passion, I've 

been fortunate to step onto platforms that span states, and exposure to nations, and for some 

of my friends even the international arena. It's been a journey filled with learning, growth, 

and the privilege to share my projects on stages that extend far beyond my expectations. 

2. Unveiling New Horizons of Opportunity: CCCSEF has opened doors I didn't know existed. 

As a student in Contra Costa County, I've been fortunate to explore additional competitions 

in Bay Area California, broadening my horizons and connecting with peers who share my 

passion. CCCSEF isn't just a single event; it's a gateway to continuous exploration, where 

each step brings fresh insights, challenges, and connections. 

3. Nurturing a Lifelong Love for Science: The CCCSEF experience has been a nurturing 

ground for my fascination with science. It's provided me the space to dive deep into 

exploration, kindling an ongoing curiosity and enthusiasm for STEM subjects. Every project 

has been a steppingstone in my journey of discovering the wonder and possibilities that 

science offers. 

4. Celebrating Growth and Dedication: Participating in CCCSEF has brought recognition 

that humbles and motivates me. The acknowledgment of my hard work, creativity, and 

dedication is a gentle reminder of how far I've come. This recognition bolsters my 

confidence, inspiring me to continue my pursuit of knowledge and to contribute positively to 

the world. 

5. Exploring the World of Possibility: CCCSEF's encouragement of STEM careers has been 

both humbling and inspiring. Through participation, I've encountered real-world challenges, 

gaining skills that align with the demands of STEM fields. This experience serves as a 

foundation for future academic and professional endeavors, allowing me to explore the 

endless possibilities that lie ahead. 

6. Learning Through Connection and Guidance: CCCSEF has given me the opportunity to 

interact with accomplished individuals who generously share their expertise. Engaging with 

these industry experts has provided me with valuable insights and mentorship that I'm truly 

grateful for. The connections forged during this journey are ones I treasure as they guide me 

toward my aspirations. 

7. Building Skills and Character: CCCSEF's impact goes beyond competition—it's been a 

crucible for personal growth. The critical thinking, communication, and problem-solving 

skills I've cultivated have enriched my character. These skills are assets I carry forward, 

ready to contribute positively to various academic, professional, and life endeavors. 



 


